NEOREGELIA CAROLINAE VAR. MARECHALLII –by Ervin Wurthmann & William Drysdale in Brom. Soc. Bull. 16(6): 131-2. 1966

 This is an excellent bromeliad for the greenhouse because of its relatively small size and its compact habit of growth. It is primarily a foliage plant, since it seems loath to flower. It must be kept in strong light and then the entire plant is constantly in color, which may be described, for want of better adjectives, as salmon pink tending toward rust. In subdued exposure the plant is entirely green and undistinguished. The inflorescence appears infrequently and is like the type.

This variety was introduced to the American market by Julian Nally, who is responsible for many fine introductions. About 30,000 seedlings were raised in the late 1950's. This form has not proven satisfactory in Florida, where it is subject to phytophorum fungus which results in spotted leaves; but in California, although it is not a frequent bloomer, it presents no cultural problems-
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• N. carolinae (Beer) L.B. Smith (Aregelia carolinae [Beer] Mez), better known as "Nidularium meyendorffi Regel," Brazil. The leaves are 25-35 cm long, 3-4 cm wide, brilliantly bright green on both sides and forming a dense rosette; the bracteate leaves range in color from rose-carmine to bright red.

• N. carolinae ("marechali" Hort. Makoy). Closely related to the former, but forming a more beautiful plant thanks to its shorter and wider leaves. The bracteate leaves show a great diversity of colors from rosy red to vermilion or a reddish purple, the most valued being cardinal red or orange. The latter is still rare and sought after for hybridizing.

